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solutions are now available. Truly "a brave attempt to link up
book learning and scientific research with the experience of prac-
tical farmers" as Lennard says. We may go further and say that
it is the first comprehensive vision of a rationally planned ecology
of mankind.

The direct affiliations of the Invisible College with sociological
inquiries are less well known. Sprat gives an eloquent list of the
"qualities which they have principally required in those whom
they admitted." First he insists on freedom for different schools
of religion or philosophical persuasion. "This they were obliged
to do or else they would come far short of the largeness of their
own declarations. For they openly profess not to lay the Foun-
dation of an English, Scotch, Irish, Popish or Protestant philo-
sophy, but a philosophy of mankind." Nationality was to be no
barrier. "By this means they will be able to settle a constant
intelligence throughout all civil nations and make the Royal
Society the general bank and free port of the world." The third
and most significant for our present theme was "the equal balance
of all professions." Seeing that "so much is to be found in men
of all conditions of that which is called pedantry in scholars,"
they were to take care lest "Mechanicks alone were to make a
philosophy... and force it wholly to^consist of springs and wheels
and weights."

To be sure there were "some Arts on which they have no mind
to intrench as the Politicks, Morality, and Oratory . . . because
the reason, the Understanding, the tempers, the Will, the Passions
of Men are so hard to be reduced to any certain observations
of the senses and afford so much room to the observers to falsify
or counterfeit." This omission was to be transitionaL "Man's soul
and body ... are one natural engine of whose motions of all
sorts there may be as certain an account given as those of a watch
and a clock." Later on "when they shall have made more progress
in material things they will be in a condition of pronouncing
more boldly on them too." Where the facts were accessible to
the senses there was to be no barrier to common intercourse
between the natural and social sciences. "That they are likely to